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This Landscape Design Report accompanies the large scale residential 
development application for the proposed scheme located at Courtstown, Little 
Island, Co. Cork. The report has been compiled by Brady Shipman Martin.

The report outlines the existing landscape context for the site, the proposed 
development strategy including connectivity, open space treatment and proposed 
detailed landscape design for the scheme in line with an appraisal of the existing 
landscape context, thereby informing appropriate design solutions which respond 
to the characteristics and constraints of the receiving environment.

The following Appendices accompany this report.

•	 Appendix 1 - Landscape proposal drawings

	 Drawing no 	 Title

	 6835-300	 Overall Landscape Masterplan

	 6835-301	 Landscape Plan 1/2

	 6835-302	 Landscape Plan 2/2

	 6835-303	 Local Play Area and Central Open Space

	 6835-304	 Homezone Street

	 6835-305	 Northern Boundary 

	 6835-306	 Public Open Space Plan

	 6835-307	 Open Space A

	 6835-308	 Typical Route Sections

	 6835-309	 Typical Landscape Buffer to Boundary

	 6835-310	 Structural Soil Tree Pit & Topsoil Treatment Details

	 6835-311	 Typical Planting Details

•	 Appendix 2 - Protection of Irish Water Services from Vegetation

Note: Refer to the drawings contained in the Landscape pack for details and scale.

1. INTRODUCTION TO LITTLE ISLAND

SITE 

4.0KM TO CARRIGTOHILL

KILLAHO
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L-3004-0

L-7000-0

2.	 EXISTING SITE

General Area
The proposed site is located at Courtstown on the outskirts of the village of Little 
Island, c.9.5km east of Cork City centre. Little Island is listed as a ‘Main Town’ 
and 'Strategic Employment Centre' within Metropolitan Cork in the Cork County 
Development Plan 2022-2028. The Ballytrasna Park Road runs along the Northern 
edge of the site, connecting to Little Island and it's numerous residential estates, 
business parks and industrial estates. 

The N25 Little Island interchange is at approximately 1.6km distance to the site, 
with the Castleview/Little Island Railway station located just to the north of the 
interchange. Courtstown is dominated by agricultural lands, single housing mainly 
concentrated along the roads and a number of industrial and business estates.

Site Description and Boundaries
The c.6.55 ha. site is on a large, gently sloping rectangular field parcel currently 
under arable land. Overall the perimeters are defined by mature tree lines, 
embankments and fences. 

The site varies from +54.5 OD (Malin) in the south east end to +52.5 OD (Malin) in 
the north east end of the site, giving a gradient of approximately 1:200 across the 
site.  Currently access to the site is obtained via a gate in the north east corner 
of the site, from the Ballytrasna Park road that runs north of the site.  There 
are a number of trees and hedgerows aligning both the north, west and south 
boundary.  A detailed tree and hedgerow survey has been carried out and forms 
part of this submission (prepared by Arbor Care), which has an accompanying 
Tree protection plan drawing RH-TS-002. 

To the north there is a Hawthorn hedge in good condition seperating the site 
from adjacent residential properties, with a number of Sitka spruce trees at it's 
eastern end. A series of recently planted Lime street trees are located east and 
west of the existing site entrance.

A mix of native and non-native trees in fair and good condition line the northern 
half of the western boundary, followed by a tall Lawson cypress  hedge at the 

COURTSTOWN

CASTLEVIEW

BUSINESS 

PARK

LOWER COURTSTOWN

BALLYTRASNA PARK ROAD
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southern part. Along the southern edge of the site an overgrown scrubland area 
can be found without any noteable trees.The remainder of the site is pasture 
land. At the north eastern corner the site edges the native hedgrow/tree line of 
the Harbourpoint Business Park, which continues running south at increasing 
distance to our site. The existing boundary treatment consists of a mix of low 
concrete  post and rail and agricultural type fences.

Access
The proposed site is accessed from the Ballytrasna Park Road which links 
Courtstown and the Harbourpoint Business Park with Little Island.

Visibility
Views to and from the site are largely limited due to the mature tree lines and 
hedgerows surrounding it's parameter and the relatively minor level change in 
the area. There will likely be some partial views of the proposed development 
from the Ballytrasna Park Road, where it will appear as a continuation of the 
residential character in the nearby vicinity. Existing and proposed screen planting 
and trees will reduce the amount of proposed dwellings in view from existing 
residential developments. 

There will be filtered views of the proposed development through trees along 
the eastern, western and southern boundary and from the neighbouring lands, 
which consist of the Business Park to the east, agricultural lands to the south and 
a disused golf course to the west.

Key Landscape Elements
There are a number of key landscape elements which give the site a distinctive 
character, including;

•	 Mature trees and hedgerows to site perimeter.

•	 Gently sloping with attractive glimpsed views through trees to  

               surrounding landscape.

•	 Outward views from the north of the site towards the distant northern 	 	
	 ridgelines and slopes. 

•	 Patchwork fields with mature tree-lined boundaries in the surrounding 	 	
	 area

•	 Attractive coastal landscape  including amenity trails at Carrigrennan 	    	
               south of the site

Landscape Significance/Designations 
There are a number of planning policies within the Cork County Development 
Plan 2022 relevant to site and surrounding landscape, including;

Landscape and visual

•	 Scenic route (S41) runs c.1.4km to the North of the site through Glounthaune 
from Priest's Hill to Caherlag, continuing to Glanmire. Views towards the site 
from this route are restricted due to topography, tree lines and housing.

•	 Scenic route (S42) runs c.2.1km north of the site provides a mixture of open 
panoramic views of the harbour (due to its elevation close to the ridgeline at 
Windsor Hill) and closed views due to high levels of vegetation screening in 
places. The nature of the topography means the site is not visible due to its 
position on the lower land beneath a relatively steep elevation. 

•	 The site falls within a High Value Landscape designation

•	 The landscape character type of the area is described in the CDP as ‘City 
Harbour and Estuary’. It is identified as having ‘Very High’ landscape value 
and sensitivity, and as being of ‘National’ importance. 

Natural Heritage

The site is surrounded by agricultural land. A number of protection areas can 
be found at nearby coastal landscapes. Further detail on this is provided in the 
accompanying report (Appropriate Assessment Screening Report).

Cork County Development Plan, Volume 4

The site lies within the settlement boundary of Little Island :

"Little Island is one of the key employment locations in Metropolitan Cork, 
designated as a Strategic Employment Area in the 2014 County Development 
Plan, and designated as a Strategic Employment Location in this plan. The main 
vision for the area is to promote a high quality work place environment for 
the existing and future workforce population along with an expansion of the 
residential offering and supporting facilities."

It has an objective to contribute to requirements outlined in the Cork Cycle 
Network Plan and has also been highlighted as a Strategic Employment Centre 
and a bus route to the east of Little Island has been recommended to be explored 
in the Cork Master Plan Transport Assessment.

3.	 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
The proposed development is a residential led scheme consisting of 172no. 
residential units to comprising a mix of 2, 3 & 4 bed, detached, semi-detached 
and terraced houses, two blocks of apartments and four commercial units.

As well as the residential element, the proposal will includes a community creche, 
recreational and amenity areas and the construction of a portion of a distributor 
road which was designated in the Cobh MDLAP as LI-U-05. 

Also included are associated ancillary works including vehicular access,upgrade to 
public road, parking, footpaths, drainage, services, landscaping and site boundary 
works.  

The proposed development follows the DoEHLG Urban Design Manual, Design 
Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (2013) and Cork County Council Making 
Places - Design Guide for Residential Estate Development (2011).

The site development strategy is outlined in the Architectual Design Statement 
prepared by BG Architecture. 

The overriding design intention is to create an inclusive and coherent new 
community based on best practice urban planning principles, giving residents a 
sense of place, ownership and identity.

The design concept responds to the site’s character:

•	 retain good quality trees and hedgrows
•	 create a number of quality public open spaces to provide a strong 

neighbourhood identity
•	 form linear green linkages with boundary hedgerows and woodland areas.
•	 new housing to overlook open spaces to ensure passive surveillance of 

amenity areas
•	 reinforce existing hedgerows with new tree planting
The landscape strategy is to;

2.Amenity trail at Carrigrennan

1. View at the north site boundary

3.Wetland pond at Carrigrennan
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•	 Retain and protect existing vegetation and reinforce them with new tree planting 
of semi-mature specification where additional screening is beneficial, allowing the 
boundaries of the proposed development to be fringed with a combination of existing 
and new trees.

•	 Develop attractive and good quality walking and cycling connections within the site 
and to future circulation links.

•	 Provide high quality usable open space and provide attractive accessible play spaces
•	 Support and strenghten the character areas of the development with planting and 

boundary treatments
•	 Increase site biodiversity through the use of native and ornamental seaonal, non-

invasive, adaptive planting that supports multifunctional external space to provide 
benefits to people. Measures include planting that combines protection and 
enhancement of the environment for pollinators as set out in the All Ireland National 
Pollinator Plan 2015, with green solutions for surface water drainage integrated int 
open spaces and streets.

Play Area Muga

Ornamental Shrub

Planting

Tree Planting Accessible direct and safe 
routes 

PRIMARY OPEN SPACE

SUPPLEMENTARY OPEN SPACE

KEY:

OPEN SPACE (A)

OPEN SPACE (B)

OPEN SPACE (C)

320m.sq
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KEY:
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4.	 LANDSCAPE MASTERPLAN

Public Open Space
There will be a number of public open spaces linked by pedestrian paths creating 
a green network with the scheme and connecting to the existing local access 
roads to the north (leading to Little Island and Courtstown). 

Main Avenue

A formal main avenue lined with suitable street trees will create a sense of 
space when entering the proposed development. A grass verge on both sides 
of the road will soften the appearance of the main access road, whilst creating 
a safe environment for cyclists and pedestrians. A clipped hedge will create a 
soft boundary between the avenue and the rest of the proposed development, 
increasing the privacy of nearby public open spaces, whilst still allowing passive 
surveillance.

The eastern edge of the avenue will  be bounded by a timber post and rail fence, 
stained black.  

Northern open space (A)

An open space of circa 1,975 sq.m is situated centrally within the northern 
portion of the the proposed development. A regular shaped space, it incorporates 
a Neighbourhood Play Area (103 sq.m) opening onto an amenity grass area 
for informal recreation. The space is well overlooked and is characterised by 
proposed mixed native tree planting within the open green space. On the east 
side there will be a broad fringe of species rich grassland with shrub planting 
along the boundary of the proposed homes. The northern and western sides of 
the space are defined by trees and biofiltration beds planting and a compacted 
gravel path and seating linking the play area to the wider development.

Central open spaces (B)

Situated in the centre of proposed development it is proposed to locate a primary 
open space of circa 3,435 sq.m. Set in a highly accessible position this central 
open space will be framed by proposed tree planting, biofiltration beds features 
and gently sloped grassed mounding.  A multi-use games area (M.U.G.A.) at circa 
235 sq.m and 'Local Play Area' (615 sq.m) will be provided within the open space 
and overlooked by the proposed dwellings. The 'Local Play Area', will provide 
a range of natural play features and equipment within an enclosure bounded 
by a railing with clipped hedge and attractive seasonal planting around the 
perimeter. Low level planting and grassed mounds seeded with windflowers and 
shrub planting arrange the space into areas for passive and active recreation and 
natural play.  Self-binding gravel paths pass through the open space providing 
direct access for all to the facilities within the space from all parts of the 
proposed development. Seating is provided along the paths, within the Local Play 
Area and adjacent to the M.U.G.A.

South west open space (C)

In the southwest portion of the proposed development, a open space of circa 
1,805 sq.m is situated between the proposed build development and the 
western boundary. This space offers passive, informal recreation, including 
a balance beam and logs natural play feature. It will be characterised by the 
existing retained trees and hedgerow on the western boundary and the proposed 
naturalistic biofiltration beds features that will include tree and seasonal 
herbaceous and perennial planting in the south, east and northern edges. 

Eastern Boundary

The eastern boundary of the application site with the existing commercial 
development will consist of a secure 2.4m high fence with a 2.5m landscape 
buffer of mixed native hedge planting.

Courtyards/Streets

There will be appropriate street tree, low level shrub and hedge planting provided 
to the streets and courtyard spaces, which together with suitable hard paving will 
seek to create attractive, naturally policing streets suitable for informal play.

Homezones

All homezones will be easily identifiable through traffic calming measures and 
change in surface materials. 

Trees
It is proposed to retain and protect perimeter boundary trees and hedgerows, 
except where there is a requirement to remove trees currently in poor condition 
and at the vehicular and pedestrian entrances to the site. Native tree planting 
is proposed to follow the lines of the trees whilst preserving views at eye level. 
In addition native tree buffer planting is proposed along the northern boundary. 
These new planting will reinforcing the existing hedgerow habitats at the 
boundary.  

Play
Grassed sculptural mounds seeded with wild flowers and shrubs will increase 
seasonal interest and biodiversity to create an informal play opportunity and 
setting for the location of play equipment within the open spaces, compliant with 
Cork County Council Recreation and Amenity Policy (2006). Play areas will be 
finished in rubber safety surface material.

Planting Strategy
The general planting strategy throughout the scheme is for significant structure 
tree planting with 2 metre clear stems to provide a leafy canopy layer, softening 
the proposed buildings and a base layer of low shrub/groundcover and hedge 
planting to create low level seasonal interest and colour softening the hard 
surfaced areas and car parking. Eye level between the two planting types is kept 
clear to maintain sight lines throughout the scheme.

Open Space Structure Trees

Native and naturalised tree species are to be planted within the public open 
space to increase opportunities for native wildlife. These will ultimately be large 
scale trees to designate a parkland character.

Street Trees

Street tree planting will consist of species with fastigiate or neat forms suitable 
to the scale of the streetscape and those which will thrive in a streetscape 
environment. Street tree planting is located to avoid impacts with street lighting. 
Street trees will be planted into a minimum of 7cu.m. topsoil, with the use 
of urban tree soils, root barriers to protect water utilities and topsoil loaded 
rootcells to increase rooting areas outside the main tree pit area as necessary.

Low shrub and groundcover planting

Low level shrub and groundcover planting will be in single species blocks taken 
from an overall palette of species throughout the scheme with flowers and fruits 
attractive to wildlife such as bees and butterflies. Species will be of maximum 1m 

Reference images
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height at maturity to maintain clear sight lines.

Landscape Implementation Programme
Planting on the site will commence with the completion of each stage of the 
works and as a result the programme is closely tied to construction operations.  
Ground preparation will precede planting and will include weed clearance and 
amelioration where necessary. Planting of species will be carried out in the 
dormant period from November – March, with grass seeding carried out from 
April – September, this will unsure ample opportunity for planting to establish 
properly and reduce casualties during the maintenance period.

Intensive landscape aftercare for each area will run for 12 months from the 
practical completion date using approved herbicides and hand weeding.  There 
will be a period of 12 months defects liability on all planting with plant failures 
being replaced in the following planting season. 

Responding to Climate Change
The Courtstown design will implement sustainable design strategies and 
celebrate green space. The proposed landscape will play a key role in helping the 
development to respond to the effects of climate change through the creation of 
an integrated multi-functional design response. 

These measures will include a variety of sustainable drainage methods to 
combine technical drainage solutions with green infrastructure and placemaking.

Surface water runoff rates will be reduced across the scheme through the use of 
permeable construction of paved areas wherever practicable. This includes the 
use of porous concrete block paving in car parking areas, concrete sett paving 
to footpaths in the immediate surroundings of proposed buildings and self 
compacting gravel for paths through open green spaces. 

In addition to the grass areas of open space and private gardens, a network of 
biofiltration beds will be incorporated into streets and open spaces across the 
scheme. Surface water will be diverted into these features where it will percolate 
at a reduced rate into the ground. The biofiltration beds will include planting that 
draws on the water at the same time as adding secondary enclosure to streets 
and spaces. The biofiltration  features will include overflow pipes that will take 
excess water away to the surface water drains in extreme weather events. This 
will protect properties and ensure water is only released into local discharge 
points when conditions are appropriate.

Infiltration rates of ground in the proposed development site are low. Therefore 
the porous surfaces and biofiltration beds will play a secondary supporting 
roll in the surface water drainage strategy to the underground surface water 
attenuation and infiltration system design by the engineer. The primary benefit of 
these features is in visual and biodiversity enhancement of the proposed scheme. 
Biofiltration beds are favoured over bioswales to reduce the risk of standing 
water for extended periods in areas next to roads, streets and within green 
spaces.

The planting of the biofiltration beds features will comprise herbaceous and 
perennial species that support biodiversity, including insects and the birds 
and animals that they attract. The proposed biofiltration beds also provide 
opportunities for tree planting which improves air quality and the local micro-
climate of the streets and spaces. The incorporation of biofiltration beds into the 
green spaces and streets will bring nature closer to people, encourage outdoor 
activity and the benefits derived from this.

The planting in biofiltration beds will add richness in the seasonality of the 

Reference images key:

1.	 Naturlaistic bioswale 

2.	 Bioswale ajooning street and open space with 
crossing poiint incorporated

3.	 Bioswale incorporated into street with surface water 
directed into planting area

Tyical plant species included in bioswale planting:

4.	 Rudbeckia fulgida ‘Goldsturm’

5.	 Dryopteris filix-mas

6.	 Deschampsia cespitosa

7.	 Helleborus foetidus

8.	 Echinacea purpurea

9.	 Hemerocallis 'Burning Daylight'

Landscape SUDs measures diagram (NTS)

KEY:
BIOSWALE FEATURES INCORPORATED IN 
STREETS

BIOSWALES WITH SEASONAL PLANTING 
AS PART OF OPEN SPACES

NATURALISTIC BIOSWALES 
INCORPORATED INTO STREETS AND 
SPACES

POROUS BLOCK PAVING IN CAR PARKING 
BAYS AS PART OF SUDs MEASURES

external space across the proposed development and 
support the creation of identity and character. 

Where appropriate, herbaceous and street tree planting 
locations will be complimented by low level planting beds 
to include hedge planting, particularly between car parking 
bays. The proposed hedge planting includes evergreen, 
flowering and deciduous species, which maintained at a 
typical height of 0.9m will provide partial screening of parked 
cars, soften the appearance of the street, support the SUDs 
strategy and add identity to streets within the development.

Tree planting in paved areas will require tree pits, 
with root barriers and pavement construction that is 
supported without putting load onto the rootzone below. 
The construction specification for tree planting pits will 
incorporate these measures to ensure the best possible 
environment for street trees to be protected and flourish. 

The tree species proposed for streets have been selected for 
their suitability in built environments. Their characteristics 
include the ability to tolerate a wider range of temperature, 
air pollutants, periods of drought as well as wet weather. The 
street trees also provide a range of beautiful vibrant autumn 
colours and some with attractive budding flowers in the 
spring.  
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T1

ST1 ST2 ST3 ST4 ST5 ST6

H1 H2 H3 H4 H5

T2 T3 T4
Proposed street tree form is typically regular in shape and size and includes 
columnar trees for tighter spaces and to coordinate with lighting of public space. 
The approach to tree specifcation and lighting is set out in the Appendix 2.

PLANTING
The principle objectives of the landscape proposals is to;

•	 Provide a high quality public realm, which is accessible, safe and distinctive.

•	 Support delivery of multifunctional green infrastructure, including building 
climate change resilience, biodiversity enhancement and nature based 
solutions to surface water management.

All of the proposed plant species specified will be in accordnace with the All 
Ireland Pollinator Plan 2021-2025, "Pollinator Friendly Planting Code".

Planting and landscape works will be carried out in accordance with BS4428. 
Trees will be advanced/semi-mature rootballed stock, in accordance with BS 
8545.

Native hedge planting will be used on the earthen banks used to create distinctive 
boundaries and character areas within the scheme. Low level, low maintenance 
shrub planting will be used in planting beds containerised with a minimum size of 
2 litre pots, with a 75mm well composted fine bark mulch.  

Native Tree Planting 

T1.	 Birch - Betula pendula 

T2.	 Bird cherry - Prunus avium ‘Plena’

T3.	 Oak - Quercus robur

T4.	 Pine - Pinus sylvestris

Native Hedgerow Planting

H1.	 Hawthorn - Crataegus monogyna

H2.	 Blackthorn - Prunus spinosa

H3.	 Hazel - Corylus avellana

H4.	 Spindle - Euonymus europeus

H5.	 Holly - Ilex aquifolium

Street Tree Planting

Selected species suitable for physical characteristics (scale, form) and adaptive/
compatible to site conditions, microclimate and whole of life impacts and costs.

ST1. 	 Carpinus betulus ‘Frans Fontaine’

ST2.	 Carpinus betulus ‘Fastigiata’

ST3.	 Acer x freemanii ‘Autumn Blaze’

ST4.	 liquidambar styraciflua worplesdon

ST5.	 Tilia cordata ‘Greenspire’

ST6.	 Malus ‘Evereste’
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Within parts of the open space and perimeter trees and hedgerows, suitable 
native meadow will be seeded to increasing site biodiversity and visual interest.  
This will consist of Type 1 (shade) and Type 2 (open) meadow.

Type 1 - Shade/semi-shade areas to boundaries

This mixture includes native species of grass and wildflowers that area associated 
with shade and semi-shade areas under trees and at woodland edges. This mix 
will be applied in limited  locations under tree groups at the edge of the open 
spaces.

It requires light shade and will require occasional maintenance to rake the soil 
open for new seedlings to germinate.  Additonal bluebell seed can be added 
when sowing this mixture for deep shade under overhanging trees.  

 Wildflower Specification -EC04

1 Lotus corniculatus Birdsfoot Trefoil
2 Medicago lupulina Black Meddick
3 Arctium minus Burdock
4 Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell
5 Caltha palustris Corn Marigold
6 Papaver rhoeas Corn Poppy
7 Centaurea cyanus Cornflower
8 Primula veris Cowslip
9 Succisa pratensis Devils Bit Scabious
10 Digitalis purpurea Foxglove
11 Alliaria petiolate Hedge Garlic Mustard
12 Eupatorium cannabinum Hemp Agrimony
13 Centaurea nigra Knapweed
14 Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet
15 Verbascum Thapsus Mullein
16 Leucanthemum vulgare Ox-Eye Daisy
17 Lythrum salicaria Purple Loosestrife
18 Primula vulgaris Primrose
19 Silene flos-cuculi Ragged Robin
20 Silene dioica Red Campion
21 Plantago lanceolate Ribwort Plantain
22 Rumex acetosa Sorrel
23 Hypericum pulchrum St. Johnswort
24 Torilis japonica Upright Hedge Parsley
25 Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica
26 Geum urbanum Wood Avens
27 Viola odorata Sweet Violet
28 Viola riviniana Dog Violet

Design Notes

Can be sown with grasses, but is unnecessary. This mixture will not require 
a nurse crop, as it contains annuals.  EC04 if sown in any light or semi shade, 
tolerates moist or dry conditions.  The woodland wildflowers will not flower in 
the first year. Some species are very slow to appear. You will have to wait for 3 
years for the primula.  

This seeding mix has been specified from Design by Nature, Monavea, Carlow, Ireland.  Website: 
info@wildflowers.ie  
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Typical native flowering grassland managed on a short cut regime - about 
six cuts a season.

Typical native flowering grassland managed on a tall cut regime - once or 
twice a season

Close up of typical native flowering grassland managed on a short cut 
regime with mix of native species wildflowers supporting pollinators 
present.

Type 2 – Native Floral Grass to road and street verges

A native flowering lawn mix is specified for road and street verges, which will 
include common species of perennial grass and wildflower species typical of 
the local area. Typical species include Birdsfoot Trefoil, Meadow Buttercup, 
Mallow, Forget-me-not, Hoary Plantain, Kidney Vetch, Lady's Bedstraw, Ox-eye 
Daisy, Red Clover, Ribwort Plantain, Rough Hawksbit, St Johnswort, Wild Carrot, 
Sorrel, Yarrow, Quaking Grass, Lady's Smock, Selfheal, Corn Marigold, Cornflower 
and Corncockle. A typical sowing rate is 1.5g per sq.m and it is mixed with an 
appropriate grass seed as a base. 

The mix is specially blended to allow it to maintained at different heights, which 
creates a diverse mosaic of flowering species within the verge. This approach is in 
keeping with All Ireland Pollinator Plan guidance on creation of pollinator friendly 
transport corridors. Once established the grass verges are easy to manage with 
reduced mowing at six times a season for short floral grass and once or twice a 
season for taller grassland areas. 

Approach to planting and grassland creation

As the proposed development site will be entirely redeveloped and a construction 
site, a naturalized approach to regeneration of grassland or planting areas 
will not be possible or practical. The disturbance of topsoil through stripping, 
storage and respreading on site and leaving it to regenerate will most likely lead 
to proliferation of pernicious weed growth. This would outcompete natural 
regeneration of native grassland and wildflower species. 

The tender and construction information will include detailed requirements on 
the handling, storage and spreading of subsoil and topsoil from the site. The 
appropriate depths of the soils appropriate to the different types of planting will 
be specified and their extents shown in a topsoil treatment plan that corresponds 
with the type of planting or seeding. For amenity grass areas in open spaces and 
gardens the topsoil depth is typically 150mm. Areas proposed for mixed native 
grasslands require soil with minimum nutrients to favour native flowering species 
establishment. Typically these areas will be specified as clean subsoil with  a 
50mm dressing of topsoil cultivated into the top layer to aid seed establishment.
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TYPICAL SHARED SURFACE TREATMENT/STREET TYPOLOGY - PLAN AND SECTION
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TYPICAL SHARED SURFACE TREATMENT/STREET TYPOLOGY - SECTION ENLARGED (NOT TO SCALE)
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BOUNDARY TREATMENT - NORTHERN BOUNDARY	  
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APPENDIX - 1 

PROPOSED LANDSCAPE DRAWINGS
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APPENDIX 1 - LANDSCAPE DRAWINGS
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APPENDIX 2 -

PLANTING NEAR IRISH WATER INFRASTRUCTURE 
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NOTE: 

	 THE SECTION AND PLAN SHOWN ON THIS PAGE 	
IS FOR INDICATION OF APPROPRIATE LOCATIONS 
FOR INSTALLING UNDERGROUND SERVICES THAT 
AVOID IMPACT ON PROPOSED TREE PLANTING 
LOCATIONS. REFER TO ENGINEER'S DETAILS FOR 
DESIGN OF PROPOSED STREETS AND ROADS 
SPECIFIC TO THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT.
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Non  Desirable 

Desirable 

The specified street tree planting on this residential scheme complies with 
national and international best practice;

Cork County Council Public Lighting Manual and Product Specification 2018.

British Standard 54891:2013 (paragraph 4.3.3.2) Code of practice for lighting of 
roads and public amenity areas provides an integrated approach to both lighting 
and tree planting.

British Standard 5837: 2012 Paragraph 5.6.3 New Planting Adjacent to Roads. 
Highlights the benefits of tress and the need for appropriate selection of tree 
species regarding future canopy size.

Trees and Design Action Group (TDAG) 2014 publication ‘Trees in a Hardscape-A 
Guide for Delivery’ state the importance of trees and the specified trees must be 
based on a sound understanding of the future canopy size, growth habits.

South Dublin County Council publication ‘Living with Trees.  South Dublin 
County Council’s Tree Management Policy 2015-2020, Appendix 2’ Provides 
recommended street tree species on a planting list.  The Courtstown 
development has specified species on this list and species/cultivars that adhere to 
the habit of these trees. 

The street trees specified in the Courtstown development are all columnar in 
form and appropriate canopy size for urban street tree planting.  Future canopy 
size does not exceed 2-3 meters.  All of the street tree planting will have a 2m 
clear stem height and need low maintenance. The tree form adds permeability to 
the proposed lighting scheme.  

The street trees specified are;

•	 Acer campestre ‘Elsrijk’

•	 Corylus colurna

•	 Sorbus aucuparia 'Sheerwater Seedling'

•	 Pyrus Calleryana ‘Chanticleer’

•	 Ulmus hollandica 'Dodnens'

LIGHTING AND STREET TREE PLANTING;  


